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What is #WeAreInternational Student 
Ambassador Programme?
UKCISA is leading the development of a new chapter 
for the award-winning #WeAreInternational campaign, 
broadening the campaign’s reach and celebrating 
international students from schools, colleges and study 
abroad programmes as well as universities.

Launching in November 2019, #WeAreInternational 
Student Ambassador Programme is an education policy 
and leadership development scheme for exceptional 
individuals from around the world, who are currently 
studying and living in the UK. 

We are helping to connect international students to an 
exciting network of emerging global talents and future 
leaders realised through their lived experience studying 
in the UK, and these student ambassadors will be 
equipped with policy knowledge and leadership skills 
to lead change. Our vision is to empower international 
students to be key partners in shaping a quality 
student experience and the world around them, leading 
#WeAreInternational campaign through influencing 
policy and representation, so that we can develop an 
inclusive global student community and create the most 
global generation together.

Applying for the programme and joining our online 
network is your opportunity connecting to the student 
network of emerging global talents and future leaders.

 

What activities are there in the 
programme? 
Brand new project launched in November 2019, this 
is an exciting opportunity for international students 
studying in the UK to join the first cohort of this 
programme, breaking new grounds and shaping the 
new chapter of the award- winning #WeAreInternational 
campaign and influencing its future generations of 
international student ambassadors. 

As a member of #WeAreInternational Student 
Ambassador Programme, you will have access to the 
unique platform facilitated by UKCISA for a whole 
academic year (till September 2020), to enhance 
personal development through training programme, 
mentoring sessions from education sector leaders, 

leading new projects and events, in order to inform 
policy and practice and contribute into high level 
discussions such as UKCISA’s Trustee Board, education 
sector committees and government consultations as 
the voice of international students. 

You will be expected to prepare to take part in training 
and development sessions as well as senior meetings 
and visits to exclusive events (such as UKCISA 
Annual Conference), and have the opportunity to be 
mentored by key figures from leading organisations in 
the education sector throughout the academic year (till 
September 2020). 

As a member of #WeAreInternational Student 
Ambassador Programme, you will share the 
responsibilities as a group, of taking on the role to 
represent UKCISA and #WeAreInternational campaign 
as the international student voice, and participating 
in various activities beyond the training programmes, 
such as: speaking at external conference and event, 
attending sector and government meetings, leading 
new projects and involving in social media campaigns. 

Following your participation in this programme, you will 
have the skills, knowledge and global network needed 
to be an influential student ambassador in the UK, and 
a future leader in your home country and beyond. 

You must be aged above 18, a current EU or oversea 
student studying in the UK graduating after 2020, driven 
to keep policy knowledge up-to-date and having the 
passion to create positive change for education and 
student experience and international education. 

Through the application process, we will identify 
exceptional individuals who have the potential 
and passion in playing a significant role in student 
representation and influencing policy in the education 
sector in the UK.

What do we mean by student 
representation and influencing policy?
 § Student representation: as a student, you are 

encouraged to play a full part in the decision-
making process of your education institution and 
national policy. Student representatives selected 
into this programme will represent other international 
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students who have shared experience from similar 
backgrounds, such as level of studies. They will 
gather the views about various aspects of studies 
and student experience in general, communicate this 
feedback to relevant staff members and committees, 
suggest solutions, and work together with the 
education sector to bring about change. 

 § Influencing policy: encouraging changes to 
government or education sector policy through your 
discussions, debate and shared ideas

Who can apply?
To be eligible to apply you must meet the following 
criteria. Unfortunately, your application will not be 
accepted if you do not meet all the below criteria; 

 § You must be an oversea or EU student currently 
studying and living in the UK, graduating not before 
June 2020

 § Be aged above 18 (on application closing 9 January 
2020)

More about the types of candidates we 
are looking for 
 § You should be able to explain how you want to make 

change in international student experience and 
beyond through student representation influencing 
policy

 § You should have a drive to acquire good knowledge 
about policy and how influencing policy happens

 § You should be willing to engage long term with 
UKCISA and #WeAreInternational campaign network 

 § You are likely to be your early to mid-study 
and already have examples of when you have 
demonstrated student representation skills or 
leadership

 § You should have the drive to build strong networks 
and be committed to supporting the development of 
the institution you are studying at, UKCISA and the 
wider education sector in the UK through student 
representation and policy change  

 § We particularly welcome students from the following 
backgrounds

 — Current course of study: Further Education, 
Foundation programme and PhD
 — Studying at an institution in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland

Applying and becoming a Student 
Ambassador Programme member 
Applications opens now and will close on Thursday 9 
January 2020. There are four phases to becoming a 
member of #WeAreInternational Student Ambassador 
Programme, as outlined below.  

Becoming a member of the Programme 
Phase 1
Complete your online application.
It will take you approximately 45-60 minutes to 
complete your online application. Included in the online 
application are a series of simple general personal 
information questions, so we can confirm you meet 
the criteria and that we can contact you. There are two 
main questions on the themes of student representation 
and influencing policy.

Phase 2
Finalists take part in interviews in London 
At this stage we will let you know if you have been 
shortlisted or not. If you are shortlisted, you will be 
invited to a group interview in London (dates to be 
shared with those shortlisted). At the interview you will 
present your policy vision and explain your student 
representation experience to a panel of experts. 
Unfortunately, if you cannot attend the group interview 
your application cannot be progressed. There will be 
some places on the reserves list at this stage.

Phase 3
The journey of #WeAreInternational Student 
Ambassador Programme begins! 
At the interview we will make our final decision on 
who will become members of #WeAreInternational 
Student Ambassador Programme. Once confirmed, 
you will be expected to prepare to take part in training 
and development sessions, senior meetings and visits 
to leading organisations in the education sector and 
exclusive events throughout the academic year (till 
September 2020).

Phase 4 
#WeAreInternational Student Ambassador 
Programme members stay involved in the network 
for the long-term
You will be part of #WeAreInternational long-term 
network of education sector leaders and global talents, 
continue to be connected to professional development 
and learning opportunities locally, nationally and 
internationally. 
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Frequently asked questions
I do not have any policy knowledge or leadership 
experience; do I still have a chance to be selected?

Yes, absolutely! #WeAreInternational Student 
Ambassador Programme is aimed at international 
students who already have policy knowledge and 
experience to some extent, but we also want to attract 
those students who are willing to learn and lead even 
if they do not have any policy knowledge or leadership 
experience. 

Through your online application and the selection 
process, you will be expected to either demonstrate 
your existing policy knowledge and leadership 
experience, or indicate your ability, potential and 
interests to develop policy knowledge and leadership 
skills.

Do I have to live in the UK at the time of applying?

Yes, you must be living in the UK at the time you apply 
in order to be eligible to apply to the programme. You 
should specify which nation you are living in at the time 
of applying, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales. 

I do not meet the age requirement; can I still apply?

Your application will not be eligible if you do not meet 
the age criteria. You must be aged above 18 when 
the applications close (Thursday 9 January 2020). We 
cannot accept applications from anyone who does not 
meet the age criteria.

I am not available for the selection interview, what 
do I do?

Unfortunately, if you cannot attend any of the required 
dates for interviews in person or via Skype, then this will 
make you ineligible for the programme. 

I have just graduated before 2020, can I apply? 

Unfortunately, the programme is only open to current 
students graduating not before June 2020.

What do I need to pay for?

UKCISA will cover all the reasonable costs of travel, 
accommodation and meals for the events and activities 
included in the programme. If there are things you 
would like to buy or consume outside the programme 
for example, then you would be responsible for these 
costs.

How are applications reviewed? 

Once the online application is closed, all 
applications will be sent to the selecting panel of 
#WeAreInternational Student Ambassador Programme 
to be reviewed. This panel is made up of experts in 
international education sector, including UKCISA staff 
and members of board, key figures and representatives 
from education sector organisations and UKCISA 
member institutions. They will bring together a wealth 
of expertise in policy development and student 
representation to identify the most suitable candidates 
for this year’s programme. 

The application review process might take up to 15 
working days, only successful candidates will be 
informed for further interviews via emails, please check 
your spam/junk mailbox to avoid any missing emails 
from us. 


